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Cutting the Cable and 
Watching TV Over the 

Internet
Version 6

Steve Hanlon - hanmade@gmail.com
494-2847



Today's Agenda

● Theory...why do this?
● What's needed...cables, etc
● The best $40 you can spend if you have a 

smartphone or tablet
● What's new in the last 12 months
● My new TV toy



Why do this?

● The old broadcast networks have ALL their 
shows online via Apps

● Netflix, Disney+, Amazon, Hulu, SlingTV, 
DirectTVNow, Apple TV all have content you 
can watch for about $10-$50/mo.

● You are so pissed off at Dish, Directv, Prism 
& Comcast you want to join the revolution



What's Available Online
● The old networks: ABC, CBS, NBC & FOX

○ Online episodes of shows
○ Apps that work with internet TV devices

● Content "aggregators" like Hulu & Sling & 
DirectTVNow have many cable channels in 
cheap packages.

● Netflix has over 20,000+ movies, TV shows 
and original content.



What's Needed (the world isn't 
perfect yet...
● TV with HDMI input (any flatscreen)
● Maybe an HDMI Cable

○ Order a cheap one from Amazon.  Don't overspend!
● TV Internet Connection via:

○ Your TV's Smart Apps, Google's Chromecast, Roku, 
or Amazon Firestick and Wireless Router



You may have a "Smart TV"

● Well, in my opinion, you overpaid for a 
feature that is probably crappy

● Why let the TV manufacturer sell your TV 
watching habits?

● Always get the best-of-breed in whatever 
you are doing, e.g., Roku, Chromecast, 
Firestick



Cable Cutting Components

$30-40
(streaming 

stick)

Your
Current TV

TV
antenna
$60-120



Major Internet TV Devices

Google
Chromecast
(2 versions)

Roku
(3 versions)

Amazon
Fire Stick

(2 versions)

Apple TV



Buying a Streaming Stick

Don't overspend.  Avoid the 4K models 
because our CenturyLink internet is too slow for 

4K.  And you probably don't have a 4K TV 
anyway.



How this all hooks together

Your TV + CenturyLink 10MB Connection
● ChromeCast/Roku/FireStick/AppleTV
● Your paid subscriptions to:

Netflix, Hulu, Amazon, SlingTV, Disney+
● Your SmartPhone/Tablet for ChromeCast
● New remote for Roku/FireStick/AppleTV



How this all hooks together

Smartphone or
Remote

Antenna for 
Local Channels

Chromecast, Roku, Amazon 
Firestick, or AppleTV

CenturyLink or 
5G Router



Cutting the cord.  Pros & Cons

Cable Ant. w/Roku
Simplicity One remote with 

integrated guide. ✔
Multiple remotes and 
input switching.

Guide Included with cable 
remote. ✔

Phone app for antenna, 
streaming content menu

Cost $150/mo $13/mo Netflix + $25 
SlingTV   ✔

Content Limited to time slot Anything at anytime   ✔



The Math for Cindy & I (in 2015)

● I paid $165/mo for Phone/Internet/PrismTV.
○ I had one bump above basic tv to get NBC sports 

channel - for european soccer
● Today I pay $80 for Phone + Internet
● ($165 - $80) * 12 = $1,020 for PrismTV
● That leaves $1,020 to use to pay for online 

entertainment, Netflix, Sling TV, etc.



My Math

Netflix: $120/yr

Internet TV total: $120/yr

Savings: $900 ($1,020 - $120)



Your Math

Netflix: ($10/mo) $120/yr
DirecttvNow: ($40/mo) $480/yr
Internet TV total: $600/yr

Savings: $420 ($1,020 - $600)



Will it work for you?

Would you be happy with only HD over-the-air 
broadcast channels NBC/CBS/ABC/PBS/FOX 
plus a few Netflix movies & shows?
Can you handle a little more (tv & remote) 
complexity?
Is a potential $1000+/yr savings worth it ?



$35 $30

$40

$150

Internet Connection Devices



So what's that Chromecast thingy?

● It's really a teeny smartphone (sans screen) 
that plugs into the HDMI port on your TV

● It has apps on it for Youtube, Netflix, Hulu 
and more

● You control what displays on your tv via apps 
loaded on your tablet or smartphone



Internet Connection Devices

● You won't need to connect a PC to your TV
● You control what displays on your TV via the 

smartphone/tablet (CCast) or additional 
remote (Roku/Fire Stick/Apple TV) 

● Think of it as adding another remote



How does ChromeCast it work?

● After 1 minute of setup - typing in your router 
password…

● Load some apps (Netflix, Hulu, Sling, etc) on 
your tablet / smartphone
a. find the app
b. find and "cast" it to the TV with this icon > 



How does Roku/Fire Stick work?

● After 3 minute of setup - typing in your router 
password and Netflix account info etc.

● Use the new remote to control your Roku 
content choices

● Note that a "choice" can be either a movie or 
show OR Netflix/Hulu/Sling to navigate 
further



Roku Screen



Sling TV



DirectTVNow



Amazon Prime via Fire Stick



Apple TV



Disney+



Channel Offerings

Sling TV
Hulu
Apple TV
DirectTVNow
Disney+
Philo

https://www.sling.com/channels?classification=us&mkwid=sjSb9hn0Q%7cpcrid%7c315900267546%7cpkw%7csling%2520tv%7cpmt%7ce%7cpdv%7cc&cvosrc=ppc.google.D_B_COM_General+Terms_Brand_Alpha_sling&cvo_crid=315900267546&matchtype=e&campaign=D_B_COM_General+Terms_Brand_Alpha_sling&group=sling+tv&cvo_keyword=sling%2520tv&BS=1&utm_medium=cpc&utm_source=google&utm_campaign=D_B_COM_General+Terms_Brand_Alpha_sling&utm_term=sling%2520tv&gclid=CjwKCAiAu_LgBRBdEiwAkovNsHitbtGGIZh5v1PQemq8OSOL7mWxxgF9rbh9Rb0lkapI4-xR6W_DaRoCpigQAvD_BwE
https://www.dailydot.com/upstream/hulu-live-tv-channels-list/
https://hd-report.com/apple-tv-channels/
https://www.directvnow.com/channels
http://disneypus.com
http://try.philo.com


Summary What You Need

Antenna for local channels - $250-350
Smart TV (not recommended) or (preferred)

Chromecast, Roku, Fire Stick, AppleTV
Subscription to one or more:

Netflix, Hulu, Sling, Amazon Prime, etc
Practice switching inputs on your TV



Totally Optional - A DVR for your 
antenna

● Connect to your antenna 
just like another TV

● Consider how many 
tuners you'll need for 
simultaneous recording 
(2-4)

● Cost $150-250
● Tablo app on phone or 

streaming stick


